Now, supposing that we are convinced in our own minds that they "ought to be saved," the next point is, can they be saved? I think they can, generally, not invariably. A good deal depends upon the operator. If the dentist says "that the tooth is better out," the responsibility is taken off the parents' hands and remains with the dentist. Whether right or wrong, wise or unwise, he shoulders all the consequences. Whether he is doing this to hide his own weakness or inability, or a conscientious conviction of the advisability of the course, the consequences are on his head. If he says that the tooth may be saved and made useful, the reasonable conclusion is that he has a reason for the hope that there is in him and the onus of the situation and condition that the tooth is in lies with the parties responsible previous to his cognizance. The dentist does his best to save the tooth, and at all events will no doubt succeed in relieving present pain, which is the beginning of the end. 
